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WHY His: 


Today in United States and Canada 
roughly 2,000,000 students are enrolled 
in slightly more than 700 colleges and 
universities. How many of these are 
Christians is impossible to estimate. 
How many more will make their choice 
between Christ and the world in their 
four years’ stay on the campus is also 
impossible to say. But whatever this 
number may be it is obvious that it rep- 
resents a group of men and women 
probably more alert and articulate than 
the average for their age. Believing this, 
and believing at the same time that such 
a group deserves both the right and the 
opportunity to be informed and to in- 
form, Inter-Varsity Christian Fellow- 
ship takes the initiative in launching 
the magazine HJS. 

Only a brief explanation is needed. 

HIS is a magazine edited for college 
and university students. 

Although HJS is planned primarily 
for Christian students, it cannot be read 
only by Christian students and succeed 
in its purpose. 

And that purpose—all pulpit-thump- 
ing and altar-calling aside—is primarily 
to stimulate in Christian students the 
desire to go on with God, give a lively 
witness to His saving grace. 

Now, our guard is down; we’ve led 
with our chin and we’re wide open. We 
believe we can take it. So let’s have all 
you've got — pop bottles, brickbats or 
bouquets. 





Cover photograph for this issue of 
HIS was taken by Charles Trout- 
man, Jr. Staff member of Inter-Var- 
sity Christian Fellowship, Trout- 
man has unlimbered his camera on 
many campuses in both the ULS. 
and Canada. “Students make good 
models,” he says, ““when they don’t 
know you are taking their pictures.” 
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HIS is published quarterly by Inter-Var- 
sity Christian Fellowship, C. Stacey Woods 
General Secretary. Vol. 1, No. 1. 

Editorial and Circulation offices 20 N. 
Wacker Drive, Chicago, Ill. Robert Walk- 
er, Editor. 

SUBSCRIPTION RATES: One year 40c 
in U.S.A. Single copies in U.S.A. 10c. 

MANUSCRIPTS: Should be typewritten 
and addressed to Editorial office, 20 N. 
Wacker Drive, Chicago, IIl. 
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Which College--And Why? 


The Editors 


At a university luncheon we attend- 
ed a little while back some one raised 
the question, “Should | take my last 
two years in a Christian college?” Be- 
fore you could say “Mephistopheles” 
both sides were going hot and heavy. 

We risk raising the question again 
for the very simple reason that it was 
not answered then. 

Nor do we now insist that this fall 
you should be enrolled at Ol Siwash, 
Garden City Normal or Yarvard U, In- 
stead we would point simply to what 
we believe should be the one principle 
governing your choice of an institution 
as a Christian seeking higher education. 

We hope we do not shock you, but 
in all sincerity we believe that one of 
the most dangerous places for a Chris- 
tian might be a Christian college. His 
witness for Christ might be silenced. 
His spiritual life might be blocked, halt- 
ed. Yet, paradoxically, the most unten- 
able position for him to take might be on 
the average university campus. 

How can these two contrary state- 
ments be justified? Simply on the 
grounds that the summum bonum for 
any Christian is in the center of God’s 
will—wherever that may be. Thus, the 
only place you should be this fall semes- 
ter is the place where God has sent you. 
If you aren’t sure that you are where 
you are because He put you there, you 
had better find out, and if necessary 
get out. And the quicker you do it the 
better. 

Actually, the safest place on earth is 
in the un-Christian university, if God 


sends you there. Daniel in the lion’s den 
was perfectly safe—and for the simple 
reason that he was in the will of God. 
Peter walking on the sea did not sink— 
because he was answering Christ’s call 
and had his eyes fixed on Him. 

In fact, it may take the environment 
of a hard-boiled university to bring out 
the best in a Christian student. It 
worked that way with Jack Thompson. 
He was the easy-going sort of chap who 
nursed a spiritual limp throughout his 
undergraduate days in a Christian col- 
lege. Then Jack went up to the univer- 
sity for graduate work. Bingo! He was 
set back on his heels. But rather than 
knuckle under, Jack got down and dug. 
As a result he came through, not only 
sure of the reason for his own faith, but 
burning with the desire to tell others 
about Christ. 

And if you are on the university 
campus and in the will of God remem- 
ber this: He has put you there for a 
purpose. And that purpose isn’t simply 
to get the best education possible. God’s 
means are never exclusively to an end. 
Neither is any end an end in itself in 
the economy of God. Rather, every 
means in itself is an end. Hence, every 
circumstance in life if faced properly 
serves as a springboard to a better un- 
derstanding of His will and a prelude to 
a deeper growth in grace. 

Thus, the question where you choose 
to get a college education is inexorably 
bound up with the reason why. The an- 
swer is easy when you are His. 





People Whe Da Things 


A tight-lipped group of people: stood 
in the missionary compound at Fan- 
cheng, Honan Province, China one day a 
year and a half ago. An hour before, 
the invader had entered the far side of 
the city. Sounds of plunder and rapine 
made his approach across town easy to 
follow. 

Then a rifle butt thumped against the 
compound walls. Natives, pale with 
fear, swung open the gate and tall 
slightly stooped David Adeney, young 
British trained representative of the 
China Inland Mission, stepped forward. 
The only white man remaining by de- 
liberate choice to face the Japanese and 
sole protector of the 50 natives who 
huddled in the compound, Adeney him- 
self was in a precarious position as a 
British subject. In face of this, his sa- 
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gacity and tact in meeting with the in- 
vader are pointed out by missionary au- 
thorities as evidence of the value of uni- 
versity training in coping with the so- 
cial problems arising increasingly on 
today’s missionary fields. 

Grass roots of Adeney’s missionary 
training date back to 1932 and his mis- 
sionary secretaryship of the Inter-Var- 
sity of Great Britain. Next year he grad- 
ated from Cambridge. Following six 
month’s training in a China Inland Mis- 
sion school, he sailed for China. Or- 
dered home last year for a furlough, 
Adeney was aboard the Jatuta Maru 
when it sulked six days off San Fran- 
cisco during the U. S. Japanese crisis. 

This year Adeney will be speaking to 
Inter-Varsity chapters throughout the 
United States and Canada. 








Faith--Jn the Bible or Christ 


C. Stacey Woods, campus missioner, student lecturer 


A “fundamentalist” position regard- 
ing the Scriptures can flatter one’s ego, 
is not hard to maintain before the aver- 
age crowd, Just read a book or two 
about Science and the Bible, and you 
will temporarily convince many a cal- 
low freshman of the soundness of your 
position. Don’t misunderstand me, | 
don’t say your faith in the Bible is un- 
important. It’s terribly important. But 
once that’s settled, what you do with 
the Scriptures each day is one of the 
most important things in your life. 

For some the Bible simply lends ob- 
jectivity to their Christian faith. It is the 
sole foundation on which their faith 
rests. Consequently the attack of ra- 
tionalism against this book is an at- 
tack against their personal faith. In a 
sense the Scriptures rather than Christ 
have become the unconscious object of 
their faith. Although the Bible remains 
unharmed, their faith is battered, often 
crippled. 

Actually, the living person Christ is 
the object of our faith—not a system 
of truth. The Lord Jesus, not the doc- 
trine of the atonement, saved you from 
sin’s penalty by shedding His blood for 
your redemption. 

The Bible is the written word of God 
—the word of Life. But it is not just a 
treatise on the character and will of 
God and His dealings with man, to be 
studied as an academic text book and 
expounded as a proposition in Euclid. 
Nor is Bible study an end in itself. Its 


purpose is not just that the reader 
should obtain an intellectual grasp of 
the truth. On the contrary, the function 


of the written word of God is to_bring 
you into_a_personal, vital _relationship_ 
and a life of obedience to Jesus Christ 
the living Word of God, Rather than a 
mental apprehension of the teaching of 
Scriptures, the reader, through the min- 
istry of the Holy Spirit, is to become a 
living incarnation of its truth. “A living 
Epistle known and read of all men.” 

The Bible is to be obeyed. True un- 
derstanding will come only with obedi- 
ence. Go to the Bible earnestly, dili- 
gently, regularly. Not just to under- 
stand it, but to seek God Himself. Let 
Him make His will your will. Deter- 
mine to trust the Holy Spirit to make 
this word experimentally effective in 
your life as you yield to His command. 
Then God’s purpose through the Bible 
will be realized in you. 

Just as “the natural man receiveth 
not the things of the Spirit of God,” so 
the Bible to be effective in your life can- 
not be read naturally. True Bible read- 
ing and study is a super-natural opera- 
tion. Two elements are involved: the 
yielded human mind and will, the su- 
pernatural illumination and conviction 
of the Holy Spirit. When these two are 
operative then the Bible becomes the 
Word of the living God to you. You are 
nourished and fed through it. And you 
begin (Eph. 4:15) “to grow up into 
Him in all things.” 








Christ or Chaos! 


Arthur Custance 


History has been called variously an 
art, a science, and a philosophy. An art 
as Dr. Goebbels sees it, a science as in- 
terpreted by Adam Smith, a philosophy 
as Israel understood it. 

Strange indeed is the fact that a peo- 
ple like Israel, deemed by some so un- 
philosophical, should have been the 
first to philosophize about history. But 
we should do well to follow their steps, 
for we are amazingly blind when we 
come to interpret the lessons of history. 
Faced with the cataclysms of the last 25 
years, we are still unable to see the root 
of these things, the influence of faith 
upon conduct in the lives of individuals, 
and of those “giant selves” the nations. 

Civilizations have flourished succes- 
sively and disappeared with monotonous 
regularity, yet still today we are blind to 
the reason. We have done what Eve did 
in the Garden of Eden. God had planted 
the Tree of Life in the center of the 
Garden (Gen, 2:9) but in the mind of 
Eve, the Tree of Knowledge had as- 
sumed the honored place. (Gen. 3:3) 








Arthur Custance writes from a wealth of ex- 
perience. English born, he left home for 
Canada while still in his teens. He was suc- 
cessively a farmer and lumber-jack. Upon 
accepting Christ as Saviour he entered Uni- 
versity College, University of Toronto from 
which he graduated with a M.A. in Orientals. 
While in college he served as a missionary 
in the Peace River country, a carpenter, 
bookbinder. Still in his early thirties Custance 
holds a responsible position in the Canadian 
government, writes on the side. 


We have made the same terrible mis- 
take in supposing that the “wisdom of 
this world” is more sustaining than spir- 
itual discernment and conviction. 

We have been asked to lay aside 
“convictions,” because they bring that 
form of bias which is bigoted and 
which has in the past been the source of 
stagnation. We must become so broad 
minded that we are prepared to con- 
sider any philosophy or interpretation 
of life as justified because it exists. The 
wisest people of the ancient world ar- 
rived by that same path at an altar to 
an unknown God, and it does not take 
long to pass from intellectual disillusion- 
ment to cynicism and from cynicism to 
brutality. How fatally easy it is for us 
to turn from the living bread and drink 
from cisterns which cannot hold water 
because they are out of harmony with 
the thoughts of Him in Whom are hid 
all the treasures of Wisdom. 

We must pray that we may be per- 
mitted in His grace to put first things 
first, the knowledge of Him before the 
knowledge of all else however satisfying 
it may appear for a season, One wiser 
than we, and far better equipped to 
make the experiment, tasted all that the 
world had to offer and found it only 
vanity and vexation of spirit. 

Thus the only answer is the Christ- 
life. That above all, however feebly 
sought! One minute in the knowledge 
of Him is worth every crown which un- 
sanctified intellect is able to reward. 
Better far a conviction that has life than 


a broadness of mind that has no depth. 
Let us not put aside the faith so dearly 
handed on, but let us look in fear and 
with understanding eyes at the country 
which was so short a time ago the seat 
of intellectualism, and is even now 
trembling in its own debasement and 
fearful of the end of a course self-chos- 
en and a predicament self-sought. 
They who contributed the most in the 
goodness of God to the revelation of the 
Scriptures were schooled in the centers 
of wisdom of the old world, Moses in all 
the wisdom of the Egyptians, Ezra in the 
schools of Babylon. St. Paul in a Greek 
University. But all learned a hard lesson 
for men to learn—that God’s ways are 
not our ways, nor His thoughts our 


thoughts. God made the culture of their 
past a stepping stone to a far wider use- 
fulness only after they had learned by 
suffering that God permits that wide 
use of trained minds, but does not de- 
pend upon it. The very moment we be- 
gin to think we understand the ways of 
God with men, we begin to err, and to 
lose that childlike simplicity which be- 
lieves the impossible and laughs at the 
impracticable. 

We must go on, take advantage of the 
circumstance in which God has seen fit 
to place us, train our minds—not that 
we may be advanced above our fellows 
but only that we may lay them at His 
feet. To do anything less is spiritual sui- 
cide. 


Campus Witness--Two Methods 


At a university recently a chap accepted Christ as His Savior, One 
day he beard that some students were meeting for Bible study. He took 
bis Bible along to the dance being held after dinner at the Union, but 
left at 8 o'clock to be on time for the Bible study. 

Some Christian students met bim as be came in. When they learned 
where be bad been they promptly ejected him with the remark, ‘We 
do not believe in doing that sort of thing.” 


POPOL iT 


Herb James entered college on fire for the Lord. That fall be was one 
of the most active men of the freshman class in the Fellowship chapter. 

Then something bappened. Herb began to slip. He began bis sopbo- 
more year with little time for the Fellowship, less interest in the things 
of God. At the same time be found plenty of time for campus social 
functions. But be was not cold-shouldered by Fellowship members. Jn- 
stead be was prayed for. And rather than gossiping about his back- 
sliding or lecturing bim on bis worldly ways, bis Christian friends went 
out of their way to be friendly. 

One day Herb came to an Inter-Varsity staff member. ‘J've come 
back to the Lord,’ be blurted out, ‘‘and chiefly because the fellows 
were so decent to me while J was fooling around.” 
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HIS Shows How 


Big problem in universities today is,““How 
can we witness to the saving power of Jesus 
Christ?” Usual method is a “‘social”—an in- 
formal meeting to which non-Christians are 
invited. ABOVE, however, is what is likely 
to bappen. The two non-Christians seated at 
the left have been left to themselves. They 
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will leave with the impression that Chris- 
tians are clickish, snobs—or worse. BELOW 
is what should bappen. The guests are taken 
in, given a good time. Their reaction is likely 
to be, “Christians aren’t so bad after all.” 

But more effective than “‘socials” is indi- 
vidual witnessing. Next page Ray Nelson 
and Clarence Rost of Iowa State College 
demonstrate. 
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Ray Nelson shows how to refute the On the way out of the classroom Ray 
charge that Christians are snobs by opening learns that both have the next period vacant 
a conversation after class. and so suggests a “coke.”’ 





A friendly chat reveals that the two have Friendship ripens. Soon Ray is able to re- 
much in common. They part promising to late what Christ has done for him. Next, he 
get together often. gets out his Bible, helps Clarence find Christ. 








Why “Witness” Now? 


Paul W. Beckwith, Bible teacher, student conference speaker 


“There'll be plenty of time for me to 
witness for Christ after I get out of col- 
lege,” says an undergraduate. “My job 
right now is to prepare myself for the 
future.” 

That statement reflects an attitude 
common today. Aren’t college days to 
be spent in preparation? Shouldn’t a stu- 
dent concentrate on the opportunities 
offered for preparation for a life of use- 
fulness? Then why this emphasis on the 
need for an effective witness for Christ 
on the campus? Why waste time in 
daily prayer meetings or weekly Bible 
studies now? They can come later. 

The Bible gives one answer to these 
questions. Paul suggests it when he re- 
minds the Corinthian Christians that 
they are not their own, that they are 
“bought with a price.” He urges them 
to glorify God in their bodies and spir- 
its which belong to Him. 

And the very essence of the Christian 
Life is comprehended in this great truth. 
We are not our own; our lives belong to 
Another. They are to be lived well-pleas- 
ing to Him. This applies wherever the 
Lord places us. There is no such thing as 
calling time out for four years. All of our 
time belongs to the Lord and must be 
used for Him. 

The Christian has one prime job to 
do. As the Apostle Paul recognized him- 
self a debtor to the Romans, so every 
Christian is responsible to those around 
him—his roommate, lab partner, team- 
mate. Thus, that job is to testify to the 
power of Christ in everyday life. 
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But because this single job of import- 
ance sounds simple it is easy to muff 
and fall down on completely. 

There is an interesting parable hid- 
den away in the Old Testament (I Kings 
20:39, 40) about a servant who went 
out to a battle. One of his superiors 
came to him with a prisoner which he 
told him to guard with his very life. 
“Keep this man: if by any means he be 
missing, then shall thy life be for his 
life, or else thou shalt pay a talent of 
silver,” said the officer. But the servant 
found other things to do that seemed at 
the time to be of greater importance. As 
a result the prisoner escaped. 

The one job that he had been given 
to do, he failed to do. Not because he 
did nothing—but because he had done 
too many things and forgotten the thing 
of greatest importance. 

It is easy to become engrossed in 
things that are perfectly legitimate and 
right and should be done, and to forget 
that which is of first importance. In col- 
lege it is doubly easy to become buried 
in campus activities and forget that 
first and foremost we are Christians, be- 
long to the Lord, have a responsibility 
to Him. 

It is easy to put off until tomorrow 
what should be done today. A high 
school student is converted. He wants 
to witness for Christ, but he says, “I'll 
wait until I get to college, then I’ll have 
more opportunity.” College days come 
and he hedges, “Wait until I get out in- 
to business.” The result is eight or ten 





completely wasted years. And those 
days can never be called back; they 
can never be relived. Some person who 
might have been influenced for the 
Lord may never be seen again. 

A realization of the fact that we have 
a job to do on the campus and that our 
time to do it belongs to Christ will place 


“Should I do this?” Rather, “Lord, 
show me what to do.” This means we 
give just as much effort to study and 
recreation as before, but now we have 
a better time in them because during 
odd moments we take the opportunity 
to tell some one about Christ. 

The curious results are that usually 


an entirely new outlook on our days in we find more interesting things to do, 
school. It will no longer be a question, more time to do them in. 


News of the Campus 


Two top flight student conferences already have been held this semester. It was a re- 
turn engagement at Walden Woods near Hartland, Michigan for the “Fellowship Club” of 
Michigan State Normal College, “Michigan Christian Fellowship” of the University of Mich- 
igan, “Philathean Club” of Central State Teacher’s College, “Spartan Christian Fellowship” of 
Michigan State College and “Wayne Christian Fellowship” of Wayne University. This year’s 
weekend (October 17-19) was an eye-opener for many who didn’t get to the conference 
last year. 


First Illinois State conference drew men and women from the University of Illinois and 
Northern Illinois State Teacher’s College to Lake Bloomington for a rousing weekend earlier in 
the month. 


Two big conferences are coming up next month in the State of Washington. The first 
November 1-2 at “The Firs” near Bellingham, is expected to bring together around 150 stu- 
dents from “University Christian Union” at the University of Washington, “College Christian 
Fellowship” at Western Washington College of Education and the University of British Co- 
lumbia. 


Whitworth College will be host November 15 and 16 to a good gang from Washington 
State College, Central Washington College of Education, Eastern Washington College of 
Education, Whitman College, Lewiston State Normal School and Whitworth College. 


David Adeney, former Inter-Varsity official and missionary on furlough, now is speaking 
on campuses in the middle West. (See story page 4) He will be in Ontario and Quebec in 
January, in the East from February to mid March, Texas until April 1. During April and 
May he will speak at colleges and universities in the West. 


Feature of student activity in the East this fall was the appearance at the opening In- 
ter-Collegiate meeting in Germantown of Bishop Frank Houghton, Vice-president of Inter- 


Varsity Fellowship of Great Britain and General Director of China Inland Mission. 


POPP PO PFs 


He loves not Christ at all, wbo loves Him not above all — Augustine 
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Co Be Read 


HIS does not believe in aa condue amount of 
chest thumping but it does believe in heme ca: 
aightforward. ; 


hus, we do #nt ae fo iy har ‘we have 
done the best weenie with this rst igsue of a 
new type of oragasine. At the same time we know 
it could be better, should “he larger. And ‘we 
fiercely want the next issue to be both; 


Meanwhile, we frankly admit it can be aeith- 
er without your-help, 


So wil! you do, this: 


Write and tell us what you 4 
about the magazine, 


rite and tell -us what a a 
ibe the magazine, 


hoe 


Write and tell us- wha: the 
doesnt have that you wa 





